DICTION PRACTICE 1



Name:__________________________

Consider:

Twenty bodies were thrown out of our wagon. Then the train resumed its journey, leaving behind it a few hundred naked dead, deprived of burial, in the deep snow of a field in Poland.

— Elie Wiesel, Night

Discuss:

1. This scene describes the transporting of Jews from Auschwitz to Buchenwald, both concentration camps in World War II. In this selection, Wiesel never refers to the men who die on the journey as men. Instead, he refers to them as bodies or simply dead. How does his diction shape the reader’s understanding of the horror?

2. How would the meaning change if we substituted dead people for bodies?

Apply:

Change the italicized word below to a word that disassociates the reader from the true action of the sentence.

Fifteen chickens were slaughtered for the feast.

Share your new sentence with the class and explain its effect.

Consider:
“Ahhh,” the crowd went, “Ahhh,” as at the most beautiful of fireworks, for the sky was alive now, one instant a pond and at the next a womb of new turns: “Ahhh,” went the crowd, “Ahhh!”

— Norman Mailer, “Of a Fire on the Moon”
Discuss:

1. This quote is from a description of the Apollo-Saturn launching. The Saturn was a huge rocket that launched the Apollo space capsule, a three-man ship headed for the moon. Why is the sky described as a pond then a womb? Contrast the two words. What happens that changes the sky from a pond to a womb?

2. What does Mailer’s use of the word womb tell the reader about his attitude toward the launch?

Apply:

Think of a concert you have attended. Write one sentence which expresses a transformation

of the concert stage. Using Mailer’s description as a model, call the stage first a ____________

then a ____________. Do not explain the transformation or your attitude toward it. Instead,

let your diction alone communicate both the transformation and your attitude. Share your

sentence with a partner.

