Of Mice and Men   Poetry Project:  Writing a Rondeau
 

For this project, you will be writing a rondeau about a character or event from Of Mice and Men.  A rondeau is a form of poetry developed in France during the medieval period and is still a form used in poetry today.  The rondeau has specific characteristics: 

· the use of a rentrement, which is a repeated phrase or line.  This rentrement is taken from the first line of the poem.  It can either be the entire first line or part of the first line. 

· three stanzas 

· stanza 1 has five lines with the rhyme scheme aabba

· stanza 2 has four lines with the rhyme scheme aabR

· stanza 3 has six lines with the rhyme scheme aabbaR
· line lengths of either eight or ten syllables (exception for the rentrement)

A famous rondeau is the poem, “In Flanders Fields,” written during WWI.

In Flanders Fields 
In Flanders Fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields. 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields.
By Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, MD (1872-1918) 
Canadian Army
(taken from http://www.arlingtoncemetery.net/flanders.htm)

Notice the rhyme scheme, number of syllables in a line, and the use of the rentrement, taken from the first three words of the first line of the poem.

An example of a poem specific to Of Mice and Men is a rondeau written in Candy’s voice as he realizes that he is powerless to prevent his old dog from being taken from him and shot.

          Candy’s Lament

I’m useless for this life, too old,

No love, no home, no warmth, just cold.

I lie upon my bunk at night

And fear the dawn of morning light,

Which seems to me no longer gold.

My dog’s old, too, they laugh and scold.

I don’t protest, I am not bold,

Instead I cry and know they’re right,

I’m useless for this life.

They take him from my trembling hold

To shoot him dead and then be rolled

Into a grave and out of sight.

I’ll be alone, no one can fight

The loss of youth, and so I’m told

I’m useless for this life.

Now it’s your turn to choose a character or an event from the novel and to write a rondeau to reflect that character or that event.  There are many from which to choose, but here are a few possibilities: 

· Lennie and his love of soft things

· George and his dream of a ranch

· the friendship between George and Lennie

· Lennie’s killing of the puppy

· Lennie’s killing of Curley’s wife

· George’s shooting of Lennie

· Crooks and his feelings about his life on the ranch

· Curley’s jealousy about his wife

· Candy’s excitement about the dream of owning a ranch

· the life of a ranch hand

· the loneliness that Curley’s wife experiences

You may choose from among the ideas above or come up with one of your own ideas from the book.

Remember, you must follow all of the characteristics of a rondeau in your poem:

· three stanzas with the required number of lines in each stanza

· the appropriate rondeau rhyme scheme

· 8 or 10 syllables per line

· use of a rentrement 

· a title for the poem

 Of Mice and Men

Poetry Project Rubric       Name________________________________

Stanza 1

________ five lines  (8 points)

________ lines of 8 or 10 syllables  (8 points)

________ rhyme scheme aabba  (8 points)
Stanza 2

________ four lines  (8 points)

________ lines of 8 or 10 syllables  (8 points)

________ rhyme scheme aabR  (8 points)
________ rentrement taken from first line of stanza 1  (8 points)

Stanza 3

________ six lines  (8 points)

________ lines of 8 or 10 syllables  (8 points)

________ rhyme scheme aabbaR  (8 points)
________ rentrement taken from first line of stanza 1  (8 points)

Other Attributes

________ title for the poem  (2 points)

________ accurately reflects a character and/or event(s) from Of Mice and Men (10 points)
________ TOTAL POINTS FOR PROJECT
